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Dumas Students Raise ACT Scores through Arkansas Works Program 
Tour of the State Capitol provided welcome break from intense two-week program 

 
 

LITTLE ROCK – Sixteen high school students from the Dumas area recently completed an intensive two-week 
ACT Academy program that aims to improve their performance on the standardized college entry test. The 
academies are provided for students in 21 counties and three Little Rock high schools through the Arkansas 
Works program managed by the Arkansas Department of Career Education. The academies are free to the 
students; in fact, they are offered financial incentives for attendance, completion of assignments and score 
improvement.  
 
Most colleges require a minimum ACT score of 19 for admission without the requirement of remedial classes 
such as developmental algebra, reading or English. Remedial classes in college are taught to bring students 
up to the level of typical college freshman. If a student can begin college without that remedial requirement, the 
chances for financial aid and degree completion increases. 
 
For the Dumas academy participants, a field trip to the State Capitol was a welcome break from the intense 
test preparation of the prior week and a first visit for many to the building. The students toured the Capitol, 
learned first-hand about the building’s history and a bit about the legislative process. They also met a man 
named Mike Beebe who asked them what careers they wanted to pursue and posed for an official photo. 
 
Sonja Wright-McMurray, associate director for Arkansas Works program, then congratulated the students on 
enrolling in the ACT Academy and on their dedication to improving their futures.  
 
“Continue to stay focused and motivated,” Wright-McMurray urged the students. “No matter what happens 
around you, keep focused on your goals. I look forward to seeing you in high places.”  
 
The students took the ACT test on Saturday following their Little Rock visit. The results are now in and the 
preparation clearly paid off.  
 

   Three Capitol Mall   •  Little Rock, AR 72201 •   ace.arkansas.gov 

For more information contact: 

Deborah Germany, Communications Director 

Telephone:  501-682-5223 

Fax:  501-682-5117 

Cell:  501-749-7594 

E-mail: Deborah.germany@arkansas.gov 

Mike Beebe 

 Governor 

     William L “Bill” Walker, Jr. 

Director 



 

 2

Compared with their test scores before enrolling in the academy, 80 percent of the students increased their 
composite ACT score by at least one point; the average composite score increase was two points.  
 
“The difference in a digit or two on their test scores can make a big difference in these students’ futures,” said 
Diana Graves, Director of Public School Relations for Phillips Community College University of Arkansas 
DeWitt Campus and supervisor of the ACT Academy.  Career Coach Paige Patterson serves as the site 
coordinator and stated “these students worked hard during this program and it is very encouraging to see their 
gains”.    
 
One student increased his English subject score from 13 to 23. Another student increased their English subject 
score from 13 to 26 and their math subject score from 13 to 24.  This program requires commitment and 
dedication on the part of the student.   
 
Regarding remediation, 73 percent of the student’s new ACT scores were enough to eliminate at least one 
remediation course in college. Three students tested out of all remediation requirements. 
 
It is important to note that these results are after only 20 hours of intense ACT instruction, 10 hours in English 
and reading, and ten hours in math and science.  Instructors Donna Cox and Lura Sandlin led in the success of 
this summer program.   
 
“Spending two weeks focusing on their weakest academic areas, increasing their confidence, teaching them 
test-taking skills – it all pays off. Some of these students might not have considered going to college or post-
secondary education like Phillips Community College UA. These ACT academies increase their opportunities; I 
just wish all students around the state had the opportunity these have had,” Graves said. 
 
The Arkansas Works program is considered a pilot program, funded by a short-term grant from the Arkansas 
Department of Workforce Services through Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds that will 
end in September 30, 2013.  Recently, funding from the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation and the Walton 
Foundation has allowed the program to expand to students in three Little Rock school districts (Hall, JA Fair 
and McClellan) and also in northwest Arkansas. McMurray and other leaders involved with the career coach 
program, along with supportive legislators, are working hard to secure state budget and local-level funding that 
would allow the program to have a longer and wider reach in the future. 
 

The Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE) has the mission of providing leadership and 
contributing resources to serve the diverse and changing career educational needs of Arkansas youth, 
adults, and persons living with disabilities. Information about the department’s services is available at 

http://ace.arkansas.gov. 
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